
 

 

Community Cultural Festival - A Huge Success 

A very big Thank You to the students, teachers and 
families who were able to attend the Cultural 
Festival at South Oakleigh Secondary College. Your 
support and contributions allowed our school to 
shine!  Both our singing and dancing groups rocked 

the stage, whilst 
activities in our 
marquee entertained 
the crowds that 
attended. Food trucks, 
families and local 
schools all joined 
together to make the 
night a great success.  

PrimeSCI Science 
Education- 
Natural Disasters 
Incursion  

Another large 
shout out of thanks goes 
to Sandie Marwick, parent 
of Leia and Nicola for 
running a FREE incursion 
for our level 6 students 
this week on Natural 
Disasters. During this 
incursion, students 
explored layers within the 
earth, tectonic plate 
movement, and the causes 
of natural disasters like 
earthquakes, volcanoes, 
and tsunamis. Students 
took part in hands-on 
activities and were able to 
learn more about the 
earth’s mantle layer and 
its movement. The photos 
speak for themselves! 
Thank you Sandie. 

Thank you Miss Van Aken and we wish you well 

Miss Sandie Van Aken will be leaving us today to 
start the exciting adventure of becoming a mother. 
Not only has Sandie been a wonderful classroom 
teacher at our school, she has been an amazing 
support to the school this term, stepping into 
different classes around the school upon my request 
and often with little notice!  We all wish Sandie all 
the very best and we look forward to having her visit 
the school next term with her little bundle of joy! 

Thank you from Mrs Gough 

This week we received a thank you from Mrs Gough 
on “the most magnificent arrangement of flowers 
from the staff, council and community”. She 
commented that she is missing the “most 
magnificent school” and that she is thankful for the 
warm wishes and thoughts. We all look forward to 
having her return in Term 2. 

Student Safety 

I often write about student safety around the school, 
but this week feel the need to remind all families 
once again to assist us in maintaining the safety of 
our children as we look towards term two where we 
often have winter weather conditions to negotiate as 
well. 

Everyone can play a part in this 
by: 

 Ensuring you drive carefully and 
slowly around the school precinct 

 Use the school crossings 

 Respect and comply with traffic 
signs around the school 

 Display courtesy and patience 
during the busy times before and 
after school  

 Ensure children do not simply 
get out of your car and run! 

 Refrain from parking over neighbours’ driveways. 

I thank those families in advance for their ongoing 
support with this important aspect of safety. 

While on the topic of student safety, many students 
at our school enjoy playing football in the cooler 
months and our schools removable goal posts will be 
installed in early term 2. We are fortunate to have 
been donated goal post pads which will be attached 
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to the posts for added safety. We thank Murrumbeena Football 
Club for their kind donation of these pads. 

Volunteers wanted  

We are currently seeking a few volunteers who would be happy to 
undertake a few tasks after hours or on the weekends. Tasks 
required are: 

 Use the schools ride on mower to cut the grass on our oval  

 Using your own hand mower to cut the grass on the nature strips 
around the school 

If you or a family member would be able to assist us with this, we 
would love to hear from you. It would be wonderful to get a small 
team of enthusiastic participants who would take turns undertaking 
this important task for us. 

If you are able to assist in any way, or have any other services you 
can offer, please contact me via e-mail on breeden-
walton.amanda.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

We are also seeking some clean topsoil for around our mature trees 
which surround the oval. If you have any in excess at home, we 
would also love to hear from you. 

I would like to wish our school community a Happy Easter. I hope 
you enjoy the break with family and friends. School resumes on 
Monday 16th April.  

Have a lovely rest from making school lunches and keep smiling! 

Amanda Breeden-Walton 

The wind whistled as I curved around the frosted peaks of my 
mountainous home. The cool air licked at my long golden beak and 
blurred my vision as the moisture in the atmosphere condensated 
onto my face. I remember when I first flew. The joy I had felt as I 
bound from mountain to mountain, gliding through the 
snowflakes. 

The freedom of no longer gripping onto the jagged rocks with my 
talons and claws. Some of my family used to be afraid to fly. I 
never was, how could I be? I always dreamt of the day I would 
ascend beyond the heavens and would leave the cramped ground. 
It's not like that anymore… not after what the manticore did, so 
long ago. As it turns out 438 years of complete solitude and a little 
bit of genocide can really suck the fun out of anything. Being a 
griffin gets pretty monotonous when you’re alone. I figured I would 
be over all that by now but… I guess not. I still miss my brothers 
and sisters, but it doesn’t worry me because I know that I will find 
the manticore and I will make it suffer for a time longer than 
eternity. And when that time is over I’ll start over again, and then 
again and again and again- until it understands the pain it caused 
me. I will find it and I will ensure agony upon everything it's 
pathetic soul cares for. Only then shall I be satisfied, shall my need 
for vengeance against the dishonour the manticore caused the 
Griffin coat of arms be met. But it will die with the honour it never 
cared to give my family, on that fateful day in the dead of night 
were the trust of myths was destroyed. And all hell broke loose in 
the quiet lands of this world, the day the phoenix’s fled, the 
manticores and chimeras fought and the griffin’s died.  Now the 
people roam the battlefields of the Great Mythical War and the 
few survivors stay hiding in remote places safe from the harmful 
gaze of humankind. Forever hiding, forever safe. But I must be 
honest- immortality sucks.  

I continued my flight, weaving in and out of impossibly big spikes 
that jutted awkwardly out of the ground as the cold bit at my 
feathered face and the harsh winds ripped and rustled the fur and 
feathers that covered my body. I perched myself atop the summit 
of the tallest hill gazing upon my domain,  I could still see the 
remnants of the war, there were no bones or blood-manticores eat 
their victims whole. I looked down at the endless valleys that 
stretched to the sky, the trees that littered those valleys, every 
part of world this the sun dares not touch for fear of me. 

As I sat on that mountainous spike I noticed something odd far 
down below… a human stumbling up the hill shivering and shaking 
as she clambered up to a small cave. I knew she was looking for 
me, were she’s from people would call her a fool for believing in 
me. I would call her a fool for thinking she would be able do find 
any trace of me.  I clambered up to the very tip of the mountain 

and coated myself in snow laying to rest. It wasn’t the first time 
something like that happened, but... it seemed as though the 
humans were getting closer and closer. In the early days I would 
never have let her get this close but I guess I was feeling 
sentimental. I awoke a few months later and hopped down to 
gather food. I seemed to be spending more and more time 
hibernating. I took to the skies beating my white feathered wings. 
438 years. I smiled as I darted to another mountain and noticed the 
cold- or lack thereof. 438 years. The snow no longer fell on the 
trees that I flew over and the trees had lost their leaves. 438 years. 
That’s it- I had had enough of the loneliness, the solitude the 
depression, the anger and rage. I may not age but I can die and I 
was tired of watching time go by. I didn’t want to be the last of the 
Griffins. Watching people explore my domain looking for adventure 
made me realise that the manticore that did this to me wasn’t 
going to find me… I was going to find it. 

I jumped and soared through the sky, I knew exactly where to go. I 
continued my journey across earth. There were few hiding places 
that had not yet been infested by the human race. My wings 
flapped in perfect unison, beating through the humid spring air. 
Over valleys, mountain ranges and cities. The furthest I had ever 
flown outside my home. I travelled to the home of the manticores, 
being careful to stay unseen form the peering eyes of those below. 
I travelled to a remote dessert on the edge of India, were I knew 
the manticore would await. 

There it was… the disgusting creature sat perched on a jagged 
boulder that stabbed out of the ground. Its human like-face stared 
back at me and the unnatural hybrid shot me a smile that would 
make any human shiver. I saw the sadistic excitement in its 
eyes...it was almost happy to see me coming. I would fix that. 
Head of a human, body of a lion, wings of a dragon and tail of a 
scorpion- a nightmare for all that is good in this world. 
I dropped from the sky and landed in front of the creature, giving it 
the same look it gave me. It opened its mouth getting ready to 
talk. The perfect chance. I pounced slashing at its face with my 
golden talons. It dodged and snarled at me. I flapped my wings and 
took to the skies. I had the advantage in the skies. It stayed firmly 
on the ground and swatted his claws at me. I slashed again and it 
hissed, stumbling backwards. I flew around to face it once more 
and saw a giant gash in its ugly cheek. The smile disappeared along 
with the look in its eye. “You were a fool for coming here” it 
sniggered. I turned my attention to it. “Why’s that”. He laughed, 
and swiped his tail at me. It missed but a single barb detached and 
fired off at me. I saw a single feather gently fall to the ground. I 
knew it wouldn’t be long until I joined it. 

By Fin Morgan  

This week, I would like to share with you some sensational writing done by a level 6 student at our school – Fin Morgan. Fin has impressed 
fellow students and teachers with his dedication and determination to strive for excellence in his work. 

With Fin’s permission, I attach his writing piece below. 
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 Parents + Friends News 

Easter Raffle – this 
week at final assembly! 

We thank Margaret Windsor 
and Sue Thomson for all of 
their efforts in organising yet 
another wonderful Easter 
Raffle.  A further thank you to 
all of you that purchased 
tickets and donated 
chocolates; we are excited to 
announce that there will be 
approximately 100 prizes that are distributed this Thursday’s 
final assembly to the lucky winners! 

Hot Cross Bun Drive 

Thank you to Helen Privett who organised 
this year’s Hot Cross Bun Drive.  Hot Cross 
Buns were delivered this week with all 
funds raised going towards our goal of air 
conditioning for the new building. 

Coming up in Term Two – Save the Date! 

We have two exciting events on our calendar for Term 2: 

Walk-a-thon – start preparing your list of sponsors and get 
your walking shoes ready for the bi-annual Walk-a-thon!  On 
Thursday 26th April children will be walking the route and as 
a new option this year, will have an opportunity to run for part 
of it if they choose.  A sushi lunch will follow for those that 
have pre-ordered. We are excited to see the return of this 
great event! 

Mother’s Day Stall – preparations for the annual Mother’s 
Day Stall are well underway with the organisers already 
planning some great items that the children and mums will 
love!  The stall will be held on 
Thursday 10th May and volunteers will 
be invited to serve on the stall in shifts 
throughout the day.  Children will be 
invited to bring their own shopping 
bags this year as an initiative to reduce 
the environmental impact.   

Raising funds for air conditioning in 
our new building one step at a time. 

Would you like to join P&F? 

If you’d like to assist with any of our planned events, please 
email: hps_pf@yahoo.com.au 

We wish you all an enjoyable school holiday break! 

Rozelle and Camille 
2018 P&F Coordinating Team  

Southern Metropolitan Region Swimming 
Yesterday, Rianne Darvell, Ava Close, Nicky Marwick and Amy Kucera competed at 

the SMR Swimming Carnival.  The girls swam an amazing race to finish the 4x50m 

medley relay in 3rd place!  This is a fantastic achievement against such high quality 

competition.  Rianne also swam in the 12yr Girls Breaststroke, where she also 

finished in 3rd place.  Congratulations Rianne!  Well done to all the girls for 

performing so well at such a high level of competition. 

Save the Date 
 

NEXT  
WORKING BEE  

 
Sunday 29th April  

9am -1pm  

followed by a  

Sausage Sizzle and  

Students v 

Parents game. 
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Get your Entertainment Membership NOW  
to help Hughesdale Primary School raise much needed funds! 

 

Help us raise for our School by buying an Entertainment Membership from us. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for  
everything you love to do, and help our fundraising at the same time. Hurry, Entertainment Memberships sell out quickly.  

  

 CLICK HERE TO  
SUPPORT US NOW 

  
I've been buying the Book for over 15 years. We love that we get to try restaurants, attractions, etc. 

that we may not have without the Book. I've definitely found some new favourites. – Kerry D 

 

 

Use just a few of these offers and you'll more than cover the cost of your Membership!  

 

Margaret Windsor  0420893630  margaret.windsor@hotmail.com  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

http://www.entbook.com.au/1850w66
http://www.entbook.com.au/1850w66
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Welcome to the 2018 Magpie Rookie program! We’re so happy 
to have you on board, and we hope you’re excited for the 
season ahead. 
Now is your chance to register for an exclusive and free 
FOREVER Clinic. This exciting clinic will be held at Collingwood’s 
home base, the Holden Centre on Friday 6 April at 5.00pm. 
Not only do you get to learn a bunch of great footy skills and 
play in a team, you’ll also receive tickets to our Round 3 match 
against Carlton at the MCG that night!* 
 
 

 
  
*All tickets are for general admission access to Round 3 v Carlton at the 
MCG  on Friday 6 April at 7.50pm. 
Please note clinic participants must a Magpie Rookie member, and be 
aged between 5 and 15 years. Participants who are not Magpie Rookie 
members are welcome to sign up on the day.    

CLICK HERE TO  
REGISTER NOW!   

http://click.tmclient.ticketmaster.com/?qs=5cbe9226c950a89a4e32d7a76db91a555cdf3cc3fe45c2348582cceb1d7159a15f2ef4cf72394ca2dc0e5312e4f9469c9301765bdb7b1c4625c89886b54ded44
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