
 

 

I confess to moving through the school with a significant spring in my step 
following the tremendous amount of maintenance work completed over the 
school holidays. Of greatest significance is the paintwork inside our main 
building, that has rectified the flaking walls and lightened the interior 
significantly. I did love the student reactions on Monday, as they realised the 
difference it made to their learning spaces. There is still a small amount of 
painting to be done, and the main staircases will be further renovated with the 
instillation of new flooring (date yet to be confirmed). 
I thank School Council for their endorsement of these initiatives, for their 
wisdom and support, and for their absolute commitment to Hughesdale 
Primary School. 
The injection of funding that facilitated the construction of our new building 
has been such a positive addition to our school. I have been approached by 
the office of Steve Dimopoulos MP, who will be visiting our school on Friday 
the 6th of September to tour the new building and attend our assembly. I 
warmly welcome our community to also join us at this Assembly and celebrate 
our new learning space. 
 
School Review 
Following rich engagement with our School Review over Term Two, we have 
made terrific progress analysing growth potential for our school and students, 
while constructing our next Strategic Plan. The reviewer assigned to our school 
has met with groups of students, staff and parents to grasp our culture and 
dedication to ongoing school improvement. The Strategic Plan will be in place 
from 2019-2023, where the final year of the plan also facilitates our next 
School Review; and the cycle begins again. 
 
Our School Oath 
My reading over the holidays had me dipping back in to the writings of Simon 
Sinek and his text “Start With Why”. Sinek states; 
“Very few people or companies can clearly articulate WHY they do WHAT they 
do. . . By WHY I mean what is your purpose, cause or belief? WHY does your 
company exist? WHY do you get out of bed every morning? And WHY should 
anyone care?” (p39) 
Strengthening our school’s Guiding Statements is one way we strive to 
articulate aspirations for the school and our students in a transparent manner. 
In 2018, we strengthened commitment to our Motto “Aim High” we also 
committed to reviewing, refining and relaunching our school’s values. This 
year, our Year 6 students have spent time reflecting on our school’s oath, and 
have drafted a number of statements that capture their current thinking about 
their school, their world and their place in it. Year 6 will be presenting their 
suggestions at our assembly this Friday, inviting students to vote on their 
favourite. Our community will also be surveyed for their opinion, and I 
encourage you to respond to their request with a google docs link to be 
circulated on Compass by our Year 6 cohort. 
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Dates for 2019 

Tuesday 23rd 
July 

 Bentleigh Secondary Band 
Incursion 

Friday 19th July  Whole School Assembly 

Tuesday 23rd 
July 

 L3 Ceres Excursion 
 BSC Band Performance 

Wednesday 24th 
July  VSSS Mass Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday 25th 
July 

 VSSS Mass Dance Group 
Rehearsal 

Friday 26th July 
 P+F Meeting 
 Senior School Assembly 
 Disco 

Tuesday 30th July   Foundation 100 Days of School 

Friday 2nd 
August  Junior School Assembly 

Monday 5th—
Thursday 8th 
August 

 Book Fair in the Library 

Wednesday 7th 
August  L4 Polly Woodside Excursion 

Friday 9th August 
 Crazy Hair Day 
 ‘Big Dreams’ Performance 
 Whole School Assembly 

Tuesday 13th 
August  L2 Cardinia Reservoir Excursion 

Thursday 15th 
August  Foundation Grandparents Day 

Friday 16th 
August 

 Curriculum Day 
Pupil Free Day 

Sunday 18th 
August  Working Bee 

Thursday 22nd 
August 

 Book Character Parade & 
Literature Day 

http://www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:hughesdale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Hats & Beanies  
Hopefully this is a timely reminder that in addition to Summer 
hats, Winter hats are also available from our Uniform Shop. 
Our Student Dress Code Policy does outline that both Summer 
and Winter Hats should have the school logo and be 
purchased from the Uniform Shop. I thank our community in 
advance for your compliance with this Policy.  
https://docs.wixstatic.com/
ugd/9820c4_6471236dc63d4a238e2b2c13d3ed801c.pdf 
 
Supervision 
I would like to remind families that teachers are available for 
student supervision from 8:45am in the morning. If you need 
to deliver your child to school earlier than this and cannot 
remain with them until 8:45am, please ensure that you utilise 
the services of Camp Australia and their before school care 
program. https://www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au/afterschool-
care 
Similarly, at the end of the day, a teacher will remain in the 
yard until 3:45pm. Students are dismissed at 3:30pm and 
should be collected within this 15 minute time frame. 
Camp Australia is also available for out of school hours care, 
and it is worth enrolling your child to ensure that this option is 
available to you should you be unavoidably delayed.  
 
2020 - Repeat Message 
Can you believe, it is once again time to consider our 
Foundation/Prep enrolments for the coming year. To ensure 
our class sizes do not become too large, I manage requests for 
enrolment with great care when they come from families 
residing outside our zone. To assist me with responding to 
these families, could I please ask that if you have another child 
commencing school in 2020, that an enrolment form be 
submitted as soon as possible. Enrolment zones have been re-
established by the Department of Education, and they can be 
accessed at their new website “Find My School”;  
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/?
utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=Dire
ct+send+-+operational&utm_medium=email 
 

Learning Shared With Me This Week 
 Belle from 4D shared her successful attainment of her 

fourth reading goal. Well done Belle! 
 Phoebe from 4B reached a 6 month goal for her voracious 

reading. Well done Phoebe! 
 Cisco, Caitlin, Kiki and Marlow from 4D both achieved 100% 

accuracy when converting between km, mm, m and cm. 
 Claire from 4C demonstrated an awareness of doing her 

Personal Best when sharing her skiing experience from the 
school holidays. 

 Aiden, Jai, and Jenson, collaboratively measured weights 
and compared them to one another. 

 Amber and Palak from 4B both achieved milestones when 
measures against their reading goals. 

 Jimmy from 4D also achieved a milestone when measured 
against his reading goals. 

 Christos, Charlie, Raph, and Harley M all shared the learning 
they developed independently when exploring the topic 
“Aboriginal Stories” with a Venn diagram. 

 
Kindest Regards, 
Lisa Gough 
gough.lisa.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Welcome back to Term 3! I trust you had a wonderful break 
and enjoyed the time with your families. It has been fantastic 
to see our students return and settle into Term 3 with such 
ease. We have had a number of new families join our school 
this week, so I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
them to our school community and hope they enjoy their 
time at Hughesdale. 
 

Sir John Monash Mini Mathematicians Program 
On Wednesday July 17th, Samantha (5A), Austin (5B), Vihaan 
(5C) and Christina (5D) had the opportunity to attend the John 
Monash Mini Mathematicians Program and learn all about 
code breaking and guessing number codes. We were lucky 
enough to have Mrs. Breeden-Walton attend the program 
with us and have her drive us to Monash University.  
Thank you Mrs Breeden-Walton. 
After a long walk from the carpark to the John Monash 
Science School building, we entered the main hall and made 
our way to the room where the session took place. We learnt 
a lot about codes, secret messages and finding hidden 

numbers in a formula. 
Our first activity was to create a code wheel and decode each 
other’s hidden messages. This was a fun activity requiring lots 
of patience to find a key and interesting to see how codes 
relate. The second activity involved guessing an unknown 
number using the asymmetric cipher method. This was 
extremely challenging and made us use trial and error as well 
as teamwork and persistence. 
Overall, our first session at the John Monash Science School 
was a fantastic 
experience that 
enabled us to 
participate in a very 
exciting program. 
Samantha 5A  
(on behalf of Austin 
5B, Vihaan 5C and 
Christina 5D) 
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This weeks Chess Challenge 

Reports and 3 Way Conferences 
I trust you all have now had a chance to read your child’s 
report reports on Compass. If you have not yet done so, I 
strongly encourage all parents to download your child’s report 
and celebrate their progress and achievements in semester 
one. 
3 Way Conferences will be held next week on Monday 22nd 
July and Wednesday 24th July.  Interview times are now open 
for bookings on Compass.  
 

Screen Time  
With school holiday and winter, many of us may have had 
more time than usual on screens. This is certainly the case in 
my house! In this newsletter is an information sheet from the 
eSafety commissioner with 7 tips on what parents can do to 
help keep children safe when using technology. 
 

Lunchtime Activities 
This term we will be running the following lunchtime activities 
for our students to participate in. 
Monday  Library -open to all ages 
 Robotics Club - open to all ages 
 Dance for our Victorian States School  
 Spectacular Participants 
Tuesday  Level 5 and 6 sports training 
 Production Rehearsal Room for our level 6 
 students 
Wednesday Level 5 and 6 sports training 
 Writers Club - open to all ages 
 Choir for our Victorian States School 
 Spectacular Participants 

 Gymnastics Club for our Gymnastic Competition 
 Participants  
 Mandarin Club -open to all ages 
 Junior Action Group Meetings (fortnightly) 
Thursday   Level 5 and 6 sports training 
 Lego Club - open to all ages 
 Library - Open to all ages 
 Production Rehearsal Room for our level 6 
 students 
Friday -  Craft Club - open to all ages 
 Choir - levels 2 - 6 
 Student leadership Meeting for our school 
 leaders 
 Lego Club - open to all ages 
In addition to these activities which are run by the school at no 
cost, we have external providers come into the school to run 
activities. These include: 
 Chess Club and Electronics Club run by KidsUnlimited 

(occurring during lunchtimes) 
 Guitar Lessons (occurring during lunchtimes) 
 Piano Lessons (during school hours) 
 Soccer run by Sportswise - Tuesday and Fridays after 

school  
 Netball run by Kelly Sports - Friday’s after school 
Please see the advertisements below for details and booking 
information. 
 
Amanda Breeden-Walton 
breeden-walton.amanda.k@edumail.vic.gov.au  



Dear school community, 
 

My name is Tim Pratt, School Council Vice President. 

Rozelle Azad, School Council President, was unable to 

attend our council meeting on Monday night and in 

her a place, Rozelle has asked me to share with you 

some of the discussion topics from the meeting and 

general updates.  
 

Firstly, we hope that all the students, teachers and 

their families had a fantastic break over the holidays 

and have come back to school ready to go for another 

exciting term ahead. While the school was empty, it 

provided the perfect opportunity for the painting of 

our much loved original school building which has 

now been freshened up with a new coat of paint. The 

team of painters worked incredibly hard to get all the 

work done in such a short space of time and the 

results are just amazing. The feedback from the 

teachers, students and parents has been brilliant. The 

building certainly feels lighter and brighter. When Lisa 

Gough and the teacher representatives on council 

approached council earlier in the year to discuss the 

possibility of painting the inside of the original school 

building they all spoke of the difference that it would 

make to them to have such a clean and fresh 

environment to teach in and it was great to see that 

come to reality. A big thank you to Lisa who stayed 

close to the school over the break to keep an eye on 

the painters.   
 

With the painting now complete, Council’s attention 

has turned to other improvement projects for the 

school. On Monday, Lisa shared with the council some 

fantastic news that through tight project management 

and a team of fantastic builders on the new building 

project, there were contingency funds remaining. An 

improvement project that has been on the cards for 

some time now and awaiting finance has been the 

internal stairs of the old building. We are excited to 

share with you that the motion was passed for new 

vinyl tiles similar to the tiles in the new building to be 

installed on both stairwells in the coming months. This 

will not only improve the aesthetics of the stairs but 

more importantly the safety of the stairs for all.  
 

Among other topics covered at our meeting on 

Monday was the upcoming working bee scheduled for 

Sunday the 18th of August and the uniform shop. The 

success of both the uniform shop and the working bee 

is only possible with the support of school community 

volunteers. For many years now Tania Patterson has 

kept the uniform shop running, we need more 

volunteers to help. If you can get involved and be able 

to work at the shop on a Monday, please let the office 

staff know. With our next working bee scheduled for 

mid-August, we are hopeful of fine weather. Please 

lock it in your calendar and come down for an hour or 

two, getting involved with making the school grounds 

an amazing place for our kids to play and learn. The 

focus for this working bee is the new garden beds and 

soft fall for the playgrounds, so bring your wheel 

barrows, rakes and shovels and join us for a BBQ 

sausage afterwards. Hope to see you there.  

 

Tim Pratt 

School Council Vice President 

School Council Report 

 

Chess Challenge Answer 



SACRED HEART GIRLS’ 
COLLEGE  

Applications for Year 7, 2021 closing date: 

Friday, August 23, 2019 

Open Mornings - remaining dates for 2019: 

Thursday 1 August 

Tuesday 29 October 
Bookings for these dates can be made 
through the College General Office on  

9568 5488. 

Further information about enrolments at 
Sacred Heart Girls' College is available 

from the College Registrar, Ms Anne Wilks, 
on 9568 5488 or by email:  

registrar@shgc.vic.edu.au 

mailto:registrar@shgc.vic.edu.au




Monday 5th August until Thursday 8th August 
Before & after school in our school library 

A Book Fair is like a Pop Up Bookstore in the library.  

Come along and browse, purchase a book and take it home 
with you.  Along with books there will be posters, activity 
packs & novelty stationary items. 


