
 

 

And so we go up! 
I can feel our excitement again building as we now witness walls (and lots of 
steel) beginning to go up. It did take longer than we expected for steel 
drawings to be finalised, due to the complexity and detail within the design of 
our building. I can report that we can also expect delivery of Posi Struts within 
the next week or two. You will notice that the fencing has been temporarily 
moved further into the playground, making additional space for the crane. It is 
certainly giving our students some additional entertainment during recess and 
lunchtime! 
Parent Opinion Survey 
Last Newsletter, I shared some of our Whole School NAPLAN Data. This week, I 
would like to share data gathered through this year’s Parent Opinion Survey. 
Firstly, thank you to the parents that completed the survey. Our guidelines 
ensure that a random sample of families is generated from our enrolment 
database, and this year the survey was sent to 30% of families. In 2018, 28 
responses were gathered. The data is collated by Orima (on behalf of the 
Department of Education and Training) and grouped in to three key areas. 
1. Community Engagement in Learning 
2. Excellence in Teaching and Learning 
3. Positive Climate for Learning 
In 2019, we will increase the sample size to 40% of our families, in an attempt 
to increase the number of responses that contribute to the results that are 
reported. 

While there is plenty of significant growth highlighted in these tables, I also 
want to examine areas indicating a drop when compared to 2017 data. For 
me, this is most significant when examining Teacher Communication, High 
Expectations for Success and Effective Teaching. I believe that through the 
internal survey we ran in Term 3 using a Survey Monkey, Teacher 
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Term 4 Dates 

Thursday 25th 
October  Jump Rope for Heart 

Friday 26th 
October 

 Bandana Day 
 L2 Sleepover 

Monday 29th 
October - Friday 
9th November 

 L6 Earn & Learn 

Wednesday 31st 
October 

 L2 MCG Excursion 
 Foundation Myuna Farm Excursion 

Thursday 1st 
November  Whole School Photo 

Tuesday 6th 
November  Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Wednesday 7th 
November  L3 Star Lab Incursion 

Thursday 8th 
November  1B & 1C Melbourne Zoo Excursion 

Monday 12th 
November  1A & 1D Melbourne Zoo Excursion 

Monday 26th-
Thursday 29th 
November 

 Book Fair in the Library 

Tuesday 4th 
December  L5 Travelling Kitchen Incursion 

Thursday 6th 
December  L2 Travel Expo 

Friday 7th 
December  L5 Bike Ed Bike Checks 

Monday 10th-
Friday 14th 
December 

 L5 Bike Ed 

Wednesday 12th 
December  Twilight Working Bee  

Thursday 13th 
December  Whole School Community Night 

Friday 21st 
December 

 Last day of the Year 
School finishes at 1.30pm 
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Communication has been 
highlighted on both occasions, 
and I am pleased that we 
have already commenced 
investigating, investing 
resources and facilitating 
coaching/training to better 
target this element. We are 
pacing our implementation of 
Compass for example, so that 
people have an opportunity 
to learn as we go, but this 
data certainly indicates that 
the resource is a significant 
step in the right direction. 
The latter two elements, and 
the reasons behind the dip, is 
harder to analyse, and I 
certainly welcome an email 
from respondents who feel 
comfortable enough to share 
their thinking about these 
answers. I am aware that 
there is a large percentage 
(16% and 18% respectively) 
who are neutral about these 
questions, committing to 
neither positive nor negative 
responses, however it still 
provides us with an 
opportunity to learn from one 
another and grow. 
2019 Day 
Following the positive 
feedback after holding our 
first Transition Day “2018 
Day” in December last year, 
we will again be providing a full day for all students and teachers to get to know 
one another before the year ends. “2019 Day” will be held on Tuesday 18th 
December, and it will be a full day that we have developed to support all 
students. Children will be able to commence building connections to their 2019 
peer group, their new teacher and their new classroom. The structure is designed 
to deepen the way we support student transitions, and aligns with focussed work 
the school has done to build learning communities. 
Graduation 
Planning for this significant event is well on track and I thank the many parent 
volunteers and our Year 6 teachers (Matt Iaconesso, Rachael Strauch and Simon 
Brown) for all of their hard work on this committee. Graduation will be held on 
Tuesday 18th December. 
Learning shared with me this fortnight. 
Hailey & Zoe from FC shared their wonderful writing of lists, useful for 
remembering things needed for school and for at home. 
George from 1B shared his writing about a trip to Kmart and a helicopter. 
Aaron from 1B wrote the most amazing sentence about his trip to the dentist. 
Frankie & Ilyas from FC shared their fabulous take-away practice. 
Shontell from 6C shared her incredible “Free Choice” writing about a girl with 
super powers. 
Warmest Regards, 
Lisa Gough 
Gough.lisa.n@edumail.vic.gov.au  
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Assistant Principal Report 

Congratulations 

As we well know achievements outside of school as just as 
important as those inside school. This fortnight, we 
congratulate JJ for completing his Grey Wolf 
Award in scouting. The Grey Wolf award is the 
highest award in the Cubs section of 
scouting, In order to achieve this award, JJ 
needed to show initiative, self discipline, 
teamwork and leadership. Congratulations on 
achieving this amazing award JJ! 

Building Project 

Things are taking shape! 

Jump Rope For Heart 

What a stunning morning of sunshine for our 
Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser today. 

It was wonderful to see all the students in their 
mixed aged groups working together, 
encouraging each other and sharing their skipping 

Thank you to all the families who sent gold coin 
donations towards Heart Research. 

If you forgot - it’s not too late, send it along to the 
office by the end of the week. 

Thank you to Ben Hansen for his organisation of 
the day 
Grade 2 sleepover 

Tomorrow night we have a very exciting 
event happening in the school gym - The 
Level 2 Sleepover!! In preparation for our 
school camping program in years 3 - 6 
students spend the night away from home 
and sleep as a year level in the school gym. 
Nicole Gallacher and the level 2 team have 
put a lot of effort into making the night a 
great event for all students. I am looking 
forward to making a dreamcatcher, having 
pizza for dinner and watching a movie 
before snuggling into my sleeping bag to 
sleep -.... Ow well maybe not so much sleep, 
but a lot of fun anyway! 
 

Sunsmart behaviours and wearing of hats 

Just a friendly reminder of the importance of all students 
having a sunsmart school hat at school each day. Students 
without a hat will be required to play under the Great Green 
or in the sandpit only during break times and will not be able 
to participate in outdoor sporting activities. Please check that 
your child has a named hat and it is in their school bag each 
day. 

 



PLEASE NOTE: 

Hughesdale  
Happenings  

will now be distributed fortnightly. 

REGION ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Last week, seven Hughesdale students competed at the 
Region Athletics Carnival.  The 11yr Girls 4x100m relay 
team ran a fantastic race to not only win their heat but 
finish 1st overall.  Congratulations to Andriana 
Skandalis, Chelsea Whittle, Erica Lake and Aimee 
Hewitt!  Andriana also ran a fantastic race to finish 2nd 
in the 11yr Girls 200m.  Chelsea picked up three medals 
by also finishing 2nd in the 11yr Girls 800m and 3rd in the 
11yr Girls 1500m.   

Andriana Skandalis  1st 11yr Girls 4x100m relay  
 and 2nd 11yr Girls 200m 

Chelsea Whittle  1st 11yr Girls 4x100m relay,  
 2nd 11yr Girls 800m and  
 3rd 11yr Girls 1500m 

Aimee Hewitt  1st 11yr Girls 4x100m relay 

Erica Lake 1st 11yr Girls 4x100m relay 

Mikayla Collins  5th 11yr Girls Discus 

James Rashio  6th 10yr Boys 200m 

Oscar Newman  Compete Monday in the 11yr Boys High Jump  

Andriana, Chelsea, Aimee and Erica will now compete in the SSV State Championships 
on Monday  29th October.  We wish them all the best!  

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION ATHLETICS 
On Monday, Oscar Newman competed in the High Jump at the Region Athletics 

Carnival.  Oscar jumped 1.49m to finish in second place. Congratulations Oscar! He will 

now join Andriana, Chelsea, Erica and Aimee in competing at the SSV State Athletics 

Championships on Monday 29th 

October. We wish all our competitors the best of luck. 

REGION HOOP TIME 
Also on Monday, the boys Hoop Time basketball team competed 

at the Regional carnival at Dandenong Basketball Centre.  The 

boys competed extremely well against the best teams from 

Southern Melbourne.  Although undersized, they gave their all 

and were very competitive. Congratulations for making it to such 

a high level of competition.  

Book Club Order  
Deliveries 

Please remind your child that not all Book 
Club Orders arrive on the same day  



HPS Bunnings Sausage Sizzle - what a day, it 

wasn't just a sizzle it was HOT!! With over 45kg of 
sausages cooked, stuffed and sold (that is a record), 30 
loaves of bread and 5 kg of onions - a steady stream of 
people saw the HPS crew sell out of sausages 3 times.  It 
was a great day.   

We would like to thank Ari who did an outstanding job 
in organizing  the BBQ, and the many helpers and 
donators who without their help the day could not 
happen. Another successful BBQ fundraiser for HPS, 
looking forward to 2019.   

Community Night is Thursday 13th December and 

the children are already learning their song and dance 
acts. It’s an exciting way to end the school year. Add the 
date to your diary! 

Next P&F meeting is next Friday after the bell in the 
staff room. 

Would you like to join P&F? 

If you’d like to assist with any of our planned events, 
please email: hps_pf@yahoo.com.au 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Rozelle and Camille 

2018 P&F Coordinating Team  

 

Get your Entertainment Membership  
NOW to help Hughesdale Primary 
School raise much needed funds! 

Help us raise for our School by buying an 
Entertainment Membership from us. You'll receive 
hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love 
to do, and help our fundraising at the same time.  

  

 CLICK HERE TO  
SUPPORT US NOW 

Margaret Windsor  0420893630  

margaret.windsor@hotmail.com  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 Parents + Friends News 
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