
 

 

Parent Opinion Survey 
The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey developed by the Department 
of Education and Training for school use, that is conducted amongst a sample 
of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist us in gaining an 
understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour 
and student engagement. We utilise the survey results to help inform and 
direct future school planning and improvement strategies. 
Approximately 30 per cent of our parent community will be randomly selected 
and then invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey 
are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from 
Monday 22rd July to Sunday 11th August. 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, 
and can be accessed at any convenient time within the fieldwork period on 
desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be 
available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, 
Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi 
and Greek. 
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of 
September. Over the past 12 months, we used the prior data set to analyse 
school growth and areas for improvement as part of our Pre-Review Self 
Evaluation. This data was instrumental in planning the next Strategic Plan for 
Hughesdale Primary School. 
Your support of the school, by participating in the survey when part of the 
selected sample, is really crucial for the validity of the information we gather. 
Currently, out of the 200 invitations sent out we have only had 30 responses, 
so I am doing a little cajoling, begging and pleading here, in the hope that we 
can increase this percentage drastically over the weekend.  I thank you in 
advance for supporting us in this way. 
 

End Of Semester Reports 
We received some fabulous feedback following the implementation of on-
going reporting, and the circulation of our new end of Semester Report. 
I am pleased to share with you, that this feedback also highlighted an area we 
can improve to bring additional consistency and clarity when reporting on 
student growth. 
Mandarin is the only learning area that does not include a progression point or 
indicator, demonstrating a full 6 month’s progress. While this has not been 
included in the past either, it potentially causes confusion now that learning 
tasks are embedded as part of the report. If the learning tasks is not meeting 
the required standard, we can better indicate if this is evident across the full 
semester or for this task alone. 
To better address this, we are including an Overall semester progress indicator 
for Mandarin in the next, and subsequent reports. This graphic will indicate to 
parents whether Semester progress has been; 
·       Well Above the expected rate 
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Dates for 2019 

Friday 2nd 
August  Junior School Assembly 

Monday 5th—
Thursday 8th 
August 

 Book Fair in the Library 

Wednesday 7th 
August  L4 Polly Woodside Excursion 

Friday 9th August 
 Crazy Hair Day 
 ‘Big Dreams’ Performance 
 Whole School Assembly 

Tuesday 13th 
August  L2 Cardinia Reservoir Excursion 

Thursday 15th 
August  Foundation Grandparents Day 

Friday 16th 
August 

 Curriculum Day 
Pupil Free Day 

Sunday 18th 
August  Working Bee 

Thursday 22nd 
August 

 Book Character Parade & 
Literature Day 

Tuesday 27th 
August  L6 ‘Sweat!’ rehearsal 

Wednesday 28th 
August 

 L3 Musical Performance 
 L6 ‘Sweat!’ Performance  

Thursday 29th 
August 

 Matt Stanton Visit 
 L4 Musical Performance 
 L6 ‘Sweat!’ Performance  

Friday 30th 
August 

 Junior School Assembly 
 Father’s Day Event 
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·       Above the expected rate  
·       At the expected rate 
·       Below the expected rate 
·      Well below the expected rate 
Thank you to our Mandarin teachers, Specialist Team leader 
and Assessment & Reporting leader for working with me to 
implement this improvement. 
 

Canberra 
We have commenced planning for our outdoor education 
program in 2020. 
It is with great excitement that this week we were able to 
announce to current Year 5 students that the Year 6 camp in 
2020 will be a study tour, heading to Canberra. 
This unique opportunity will facilitate a 5-day experience that 
is designed to develop students’ knowledge and 
understanding of contemporary Australian culture and society, 
including civics and citizenship. This opportunity links directly 
to the Victorian Curriculum. 
While on tour, they will be visiting sites such as: 
·         Australian Institute of Sport 
·         Australian War Memorial 
·         Embassy Drive 
·         Mount Ainslie Lookout 
·         Museum of Australian Democracy – Old Parliament  
 House 
·         National Arboretum Canberra 
·         National Capital Exhibition 
·         National Museum of Australia 
·         Parliament House 
·         Questacon 
·         Royal Australian Mint 
 

2020 Foundation/Prep Enrolments 
To ensure our class sizes do not become too large, I manage 
requests for enrolment with great care when they come from 
families residing outside our zone. To assist me with 
responding to these families, could I please ask that if you 
have another child commencing school in 2020, that an 
enrolment form be submitted as soon as possible. Enrolment 
zones have been re-established by the Department of 
Education, and they can be accessed at their new website 
“Find My School”;  
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/?
utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=Dire
ct+send+-+operational&utm_medium=email 
 

Curriculum Day - Friday 16th August 2019 
Our fourth (and final Curriculum Day for 2019 will be held on 
Friday 16th of August. As a staff, we will again be working with 
literacy coach Danny Hyndman. Our foci for the day will be 
Spelling, Student Data and the School Review Process. 
Camp Australia will be available on the day for families who 
wish to use this service. Their bookings are already open. 
 

Earn And Learn 
An enormous thank you to our community for your assistance 
collecting Earn and Learn tokens during the recent promotion. 
We managed to collect 35,546 tokens (previously our highest 
total was 21,300!)  
With this fabulous total, upon redemption we are very excited 
recipients of; 
 Additional student whiteboards 

 A Digital Microscope 
 Thermometers for Science 
 Student Calculators 
 Dice Kits 
 Compass Class Set 
 Dome Stacking Counters 
This equipment has been selected by the school to 
supplement our Maths and Science budget for 2019 and totals 
$2381.17 in value. Again I thank everyone for their dedicated 
collection and Gretel Holmes for counting all of those tokens. 
 

Sporting Triumphs 
Congratulations to our Year 5 and 6 students for their 
outstanding efforts with inter-school sport this season. I can 
report that the Football, Soccer A and B Teams, T-Ball (Green v 
Gold), Girls Basketball, Netball (Green Team) and Mixed 
Hockey Teams all progressed to Semi-finals last Friday 19th 
July. Moving on to finals this last Friday were the Soccer A and 
B Teams, T-Ball (Green v Gold), Girls Basketball and Mixed 
Hockey Teams. Netball (Green Team) also played as part of a 
semi-final re-match.  
The final results were; 
 Girls Basketball defeated Valkstone 
 T-Ball tied with Tucker Rd (both teams win!)  
 Soccer A tied with McKinnon (both teams win!)  
 Soccer B lost to Moorabbin Hockey Mixed lost to East 

Bentleigh (golden goal)  
 Netball Mixed Green lost to Tucker Rd 
Congratulations to all of our Year 5 and 6 teams for their 
participation in the interschool sport program this season. 
 

Learning Shared With Me This Week 
 Leia from 5C shared the numerous thinking tracks she 

notated in her recently read text The Lightning Theif. 
 Matilda, Belle and Anishka shared an informative slide 

show outlining the impact waste has on our environment.  
 Kate and Alexia from 5A and 5B have been focussing on the 

cleanliness of our yard. They have been driven by an 
internal commitment to their school environment rather 
than for recognition. I thank them both on behalf of our 
community. 

 Flick, Ruby and Mia from 4C shared their new learning 
about the Aboriginal community. 

 4D visited me on mass . 

 Kashish and Mia from 4C shared their information 
brochures constructed to teach me about Uluru. 

 
Lisa Gough 
gough.lisa.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Foundation 100 Days 
Congratulations to all our Foundation students for achieving 
100 days of school. Our celebration of this milestone on 
Wednesday was a huge success. A big thank you to the 
Foundation teachers for all your hard work and organisation 
and to the parents and family members who assisted on the 
day to make it so enjoyable and memorable for our students. 
 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD) takes place every year. The 
NCCD is a collection that counts: 
  the number of school students receiving an adjustment 

or ‘help’ due to disability  
 the level of adjustment they are receiving to access 

education on the same basis as other students.  
Students are counted in the NCCD if they receive ongoing 
adjustments at school due to disability. This ‘help’ allows them 
to access education on the same basis as a child without 
disability. The NCCD uses the definition of disability in the 
Disability Discrimination Act 1992. Schools provide this 
information to education authorities.  (Please note: Article 
above is DET Wording). 
Should you wish further information on the NCCD, please 
contact me for a fact sheet. 
 

Disco  
Thank you to the amazing Parents and Friends group for 
organising this event and for all the parents who volunteered 
their help on the night. The event was a wonderful success 
and much enjoyed by all.  
 

Volunteers Needed - Father’s Day BBQ 
On Friday 30th August, we have our Father’s Day BBQ and 
games night run by Parents and Friends. Help is needed on the 
BBQ’s to cook and sell sausages from 4pm on the night. If you 
are available to assist please let either myself or Parents and 
Friends know.  
 

Hat Season 
Hat season is sneaking up on us a bit this year probably due to 
the cool conditions we’ve been experiencing. However, August 
14th does in fact mark the beginning of our ‘SunSmart’ season, 
so can I ask all students to start to look at home to locate your 
hat or order a new one from the uniform shop. 
Students can wear their hats all year round, however, it is 
compulsory between August 14 and April 30. Hats are 
required for all outdoor activities. 
A copy of our Sunsmart Policy can be found on our website. 
 

Sir John Monash Mini Mathematicians Program 
On Wednesday July 31st, Samantha (5A), Austin (5B), Vihaan 
(5C) and Christina (5D) went on yet another afternoon of 
experimenting with mathematics. Fortunately we had Mrs 
Breeden-Walton to provided us a lift to John Monash Science 
School again. Thank you Mrs Breeden-Walton! 
The second session was focused on patterns. We learnt 
about  how patterns work during shuffling cards. 
The student that was teaching wanted us to find out how 
many times we had to shuffle the cards to make it back to the 
original order. This was incredibly difficult and requested an 

abundance of patience. 
After many brain twisting 
experiments, we still 
couldn’t figure out the 
answer. Luckily our 
teacher came to save us. 
He explained to us that 
they were many patterns 
that could help us. This made our work much easier.  
To sum up, this session was really helpful, as it gave us a better 
understanding of patterns. We hope this will inspire us for 
future learning. 
Austin 5B 
(on behalf of Samantha 5A, Vihaan 5Cand Christina 5D) 
 
Amanda Breeden-Walton 
breeden-walton.amanda.k@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Assistant Principal’s Report 



The Children’s Book Council of Australia - Book Week 2019  
is a week-long event from 17 - 23 August, is an annual 
celebration of books written for young people, and hopes to 
inspire a love of reading. Schools, libraries, and communities 
across the country host numerous events and activities that 
connect readers with books and celebrate the joy of reading. 
 

This year’s theme is  
“Reading is My Secret Power” 

At Hughesdale our Book Week has 
turned into a Book Month!  

 
We are excited to start the celebrations with our Book Fair 
from Monday 5th until Thursday 8th August. Come and visit 
the library and maybe purchase a book. The Book Fair is open 
before and after school for 4 days. 
 
To continue the reading theme we have a fabulous incursion 
called BIG DREAMS on Friday 9th August. 
“Right from when he was very young Henry has had ideas of 
who he’d like to be and where he’d like to go. The world 
always seems full of opportunities. The problem is that he 
keeps on encountering someone who has become an obstacle 
to achieving any of his ambitions – the Dreamsnatcher, who 
can appear at any moment – at school, at home, from the 
pages of books, magazines or through the television or 
computer screen. Henry has to contend with the 
Dreamsnatcher almost on a daily basis but when he finds out 
that he isn’t the only person having this problem, he and his 
new friend Lou become determined to do something about it! 
Join Henry and Lou in a brand new educational musical to 
celebrate the best of Australian children’s books from The 
Children’s Book Council of Australia 2019 shortlist, and 
celebrating the CBCA Book Week 2019 theme READING IS MY 

SECRET POWER. This heartfelt and inspiring in-school 
production looks at different episodes in each character’s 
journey where they learn not to be discouraged by negative 
messages in order to follow their heart’s desire. Filled with 
humour, suspense and featuring student interaction 
throughout, this educational musical adventure encourages 
your students to pursue their ambitions. If you’re going to 
dream, let them be Big Dreams!” 
All students will take part in this at different times of the day. 
 
On Thursday 22nd August we will have a special Literature 
day,  starting off with Book Character Parade then students 
will be taking part in reading activities throughout the school. 
Children are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite 
book character. Creativity is encouraged! On the morning we 
will have a whole school Book Character Parade in the Gym - 
parents welcome! 
 
The following week we have author Matt Stanton visiting the 
school on Thursday 29th August. 
“Highly interactive, engaging and funny, Matt’s sessions teach 
students the power of their imagination by scaffolding a 
repeatable process for creativity. The sessions are particularly 
engaging for reluctant readers. 
Using his bestselling middle-grade series FUNNY KID as the 
basis, Matt discusses narrative structure, setting and character 
as well as leading them through a methodology for composing 
their own literary texts. Students will leave the session 
knowing that their imagination is powerful, accessible and fun 
and with the confidence of a step-by-step system to overcome 
creative obstacles.” 

A big thank you to our English Team for their organisation and 
preparation behind Big Dreams and the Literature Day. Thank 
you to Gretel for organising the Book Fair and our visit from 
Matt Stanton. 



Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

3A Roy Shen 
Teamwork  
Personal Best  

 For being an encouraging group member during maths 
activities and for his persistent attitude to learning 

3B Annabel Armstrong 
Respect 
Personal Best 

 For showing care to her peers and for always trying her best 

3C Aarav Chaudhary 
Personal Best 
Respect 
Teamwork 

 For being a kind and considerate student who is a positive role 
model. 

3D Avyana Girotra 
Personal Best 
Respect 
Teamwork 

 For always trying your best in everything you do whilst 
respecting your classmates and working well as a team 
member.       

4A Sienna Wang 
Teamwork 
Resilience 

 Bravely throwing yourself headfirst into learning at a new 
school and bouncing back from challenges 

4B Amber Thexton Personal Best  For applying yourself to learning tasks, and trying your best. 

4C Mia Oppenheim Respect  For being kind and respectful to all of her teachers and peers. 

4D Annabelle Marlow Teamwork  For always including others in tasks and games. 

5A Eva Hunter 
Teamwork 
Personal Best 

 For always giving your personal best and helping other 
students. 

5B Vyom Lodhia 
Personal Best 
Teamwork 

 Vyom has demonstrated his personal best on working without 
distraction this week. Vyom is a willing student and likes to 
contribute to class discussions. Vyom has been helping around 
the class and has also been kind to others. 

5C River Zielinski 
Personal Best  
Teamwork 

 For always giving your personal best in learning and pushing 
yourself to learn more.   

5D James Antoniou Personal Best   For putting in his best effort and being a self-motivated learner. 

6A Jackson Robins Respect  For always being a polite and respectful member of Level 6.  

6B Will Malota Personal Best  For trying his hardest during a tricky maths session this week 

6C Oscar Newman 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 When he speaks to teachers and peers around the school.  

Week 1 - Senior Hughesdale Hero 



Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

3A Ethan Kim 
Respect 
Resilience  

 For being a kind and caring to others 
 For trying his best in all tasks 

3B Jessica Allica 
Respect 
Teamwork 

 For always being kind to others and working well in groups.  

3C Eva Van Der Geer 
Teamwork 
Resilience 
Respect 

 For showing amazing resilience at CERES and for consistently 
showing compassion and empathy towards her peers. 

3D Sophie Nation 

Resilience 
Teamwork 
Personal Best 
Respect 

  For working hard to do your best in every learning activity and 
for your willingness to assist others and to always play and 
work cooperatively with them. 

4A Alex Green 
Personal Best 
Teamwork 
Respect 

 For helping her peers and constantly setting a high standard for 
personal best 

4B Marshall Ruka Resilience  For bouncing back when things didn’t go as planned. 

4C Jack Hughes Personal Best  For trying his best to concentrate during class.  

4D Baylee Bowyer 
Teamwork  
Personal Best 

 For being a good friend to all and demonstrating her personal 
best in all areas of her learning. 

5A Oscar McCallum 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 For being a friendly and mature member of 5A and showing 
respect for your fellow students and teachers. 

5B Simon Huang Personal Best 
 Simon has been working hard and using his personal best in 

class. Simon has been very focused on his work and is always 
trying his best. 

5C Juliet Lake 
Personal Best  
Resilience 

 For showing persistence in your learning, especially during 
Maths when we do problem solving.  

5D Penny Katrakazas 
Respect  
Resilience  

 For using problem solving strategies to respectfully solves 
disagreements.  

 For always being a reliable and responsible member of our 
class.  

6A Zoe West Personal Best 
 For adopting such a mature and independent attitude toward 

all of her school endeavours.  

6B Lachie Amiet Teamwork  Working politely and efficiently in his CBL group. 

6C Georgia Vardavakis 
Teamwork 
Respect 
Personal Best 

 She always applies herself to all tasks and asks questions when 
she is unsure.  

Week 2 - Senior Hughesdale Hero 



THIS TERMS 
REWARDS 

JAG Fundraiser 
Just a reminder that there will be Crazy Hair Day on Friday the 9th of August. 
Please bring a  gold coin donation for Cystic Fibrosis. Cystic fibrosis is a genetic 
disorder that particularly affects the lungs and digestive system. There is 
currently no cure for cystic fibrosis. An award will be given to one student from 
each class that has the ‘Craziest Hair’. Please try to get behind this very 
important cause. We can’t wait to see your crazy hair styles!  
By Aviv Shafran, Belle Washington, Perry Churchill-King, Vasa Mitropoulos and 
Marcus Harbecke 
JAG representatives 2019  



South Oakleigh College 
 

Primary School STEM 
Program 2019 
 

South Oakleigh College presents a five lesson 
STEM Program for Grade 5 students. Students 
will have the opportunity to create projects that 
will interface with computers and create their 
own electrical circuits.  
Knowledge acquired through this 
program will support students  
wishing to access SOC’s Year 7  
STEM Program in 2020.  

When:  Mondays 4pm-5pm 

Where:  South Oakleigh College -  
 Bakers Rd, South Oakleigh 

 Please meet at South 
Oakleigh  College Foyer 

Cost:  Nil 

Beginning: Monday 12th August 

*NOTE: Places are limited, please reserve 
your opportunity to be part of this program by 
calling the College to register on 9579 2322. 

TERM 3 DATES - 2019 

Week Date Time 

1 12th Aug 

  

  

4pm- 5pm 

  

2 19th Aug 

3 26th Aug 

4 2nd Sep 

5 9th Sep 



Volunteers needed to help out at our Book Fair. Can you spare 20 minutes before of after school?  
Email me with your preferred day holmes.gretel.g@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Monday 5th August until Thursday 8th August 
Before & after school in our school library 
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Healthy little MasterChefs 
In Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) we make sure that the children who attend our programs eat healthy and 
delicious meals and snacks that are in line with the Australian Dietary Guidelines. To help you and your family stay 
healthy, we thought we’d share one of our favourite recipes from our very own Healthy Eating Cookbook. 

 

Mexican Pita Bread and Corn Nachos 
This quick and easy recipe can be varied by adding beans and/or diced fresh tomato on top. 

 

You’ll need: 

 

1 can of salsa 

2 tin of corn or kidney beans 

1 packet of cheese 

3 packets of wholemeal pita bread      

½ grated cheese 

 

Method: 

 

1. Drain excess sauce off beans and corn but do not rinse. 

3. Mix salsa and beans together.  

4. Cut Pita bread into pieces and place on baking tray 

5. Place grated cheese and tomato on top. 

6. Bake for 15 – 20 mins 

7. Ready to eat. Enjoy! 

 

To find out more about our programs, view fees or to register your child with Camp Australia visit 
www.campaustralia.com.au and use the school finder to search for your school. 

If you have any questions about the program, feel free to drop by, meet the team and see what happens first hand in 
the program. If you would rather talk to our friendly Customer Care Team you can call them on 1300 105 343. The 
team are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week – except for National Public Holidays. 

 

We look forward to seeing you and your family soon! 


