
 

 This is the final newsletter for Semester One, and for the most 
unusual Term I have seen in education.   

With the conclusion of the Term 2, we are eagerly awaiting the 
release of Guidelines for School Operation in Term 3 within the 
ever changing Covid context.  As soon as they are received, the 
leadership team, with the support of staff will assess implications 
for our community and convey any changes or developments 
through Compass.  I am aware that we may not receive this 
documentation this term so our communication may not be until 
the school holidays, so I thank you in advance for your patience.   

Safety, Compliance and Parents on School Grounds 

When constructing a safety plan for the drop-off and pick-up of 
students, we felt very strongly that by limiting admittance to the 
school grounds to student entry only, that we would just be 
shifting the bottle-neck to outside the school gates alongside busy 
local roads.  I would still like to avoid this more extreme measure 
at HPS. 

Allowing parents onto school grounds (but not buildings) feels 
safer and less stressful for many children, however I am concerned 
by the number of parents waiting in the quadrangle at any given 
time. 

We will be retaining the system we currently have in place for 
student drop-off which seems to be working really well. 

With your support, we are going to modify the student pick-up 
process for the final week of school in Term 2.  We are doing this to 
ensure our operations are facilitating a gradual shift through the 
quadrangle rather than a crowd of people gathering. I hope that by trailing 
this next week (Week 11, Term 2), we will know if it will work for Term 3. 

Goal; To reduce the number of people in the quadrangle at pick-up time. 

Actions;  

A change of collection times to; 

Monday to Thursday; 

All children in years F to 6 with  
surnames beginning with;          Will be dismissed at; 

A to G inclusive. .............................. 3:15pm 

H to M inclusive. ............................. 3:20pm 

N to S inclusive ............................... 3:25pm 

T to Z inclusive.  .............................. 3:30pm 

Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day 

Principal’s Report Week 10 Term 2 2020 Issue 8 

Past Hughesdale Happenings can be found  
on COMPASS in Community under  

School Documentation 

HOW TO CONTACT THE SCHOOL 
SCHOOL 9570 4808   OSHC  0423 940 728 
www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au   email: hughesdale.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Term 2 

Friday 26th 
June  Term 2 ends at 2.30 

Term 3 

Monday 13th 
July  Term 3 begins 

http://www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:hughesdale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


Friday only (Last Day of Term); 

All children in years F to 6 with  
surnames beginning with;          Will be dismissed at; 

A to G inclusive. .............................. 2:15pm 

H to M inclusive.  ............................ 2:20pm 

N to S inclusive  .............................. 2:25pm 

T to Z inclusive.  .............................. 2:30pm 
If you arrive at school before your allotted time, please remain 
outside the gates (perhaps in your car) until your allotted time. 

Teachers will be asking families who have their children with 
them (following their dismissal) to leave the grounds. 

If you wish to catch up with another family, please move to a 
local park or other venue. 

The playground and play spaces are closed to all students both 
before and after school. 

I am stressing a further reminder for all families that outside 
play or gatherings both before or after school are not 
appropriate. We find it incredibly embarrassing asking parents 
to leave the school but we must follow the advice outlined by 
the Chief Victorian Medical Adviser and DET operation 
guidelines. 

As mentioned in Compass last week, we initially had 
complaints from neighbors and school families about the 
illegal parking of cars, and I thank you for your assistance 
addressing this problem. 

School Holidays 

It feels like we have just got students back at school and we 
are preparing to send them on holidays again. I do hope that 
you have the happy and safest holidays and that you return to 
us with a full term ahead. 

Our school Philosophy describes Hughesdale Primary School as 
a community of lifelong learners and I do hope that our 
Newsletter is able to regularly bring you important 
information that supports the learning of our students, staff 
and parents. I would like to thank both Miss Seach (AP 
Curriculum and Pedagogy) and Mrs Breeden-Walton (AP 
Student Engagement & Wellbeing) who have have again 
included a range of information for us, this issue including 
data from recent parent surveys, reporting information and 
cyber safety tips. 

Learning Shared With Me 

 Harvey from 1D shared a Venn diagram created when 
comparing two texts, as well as a piece of writing he 
committed many days 
to creating. Well done 
Harvey. 

 Rose from 1C shared 
her very clear 
procedural text 
teaching me how to 
make a paper penguin. 

 Ada, Emmaneul  and 
Dijana from 1C shared 
their paper monster 
creations and 
procedural text. 

 Vasa from 4C achieved a milestone in the number of 
pages she has read so far this year. 

Warmest Regards, 

Lisa Gough 

lisa.gough@education.vic.gov.au 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

AMANDA SEACH 
Curriculum and Pedagogy 

Learning from Home parent survey 

Thank you to the parents and carers who completed the 
Department of Education survey released in Week 7 of this 
Term. We have received the results and have used this data to 
reflect on our program delivery during term 2 and begin the 
process of mid year monitoring of our Annual Improvement 
Plan. There are lessons to be learned and positives to take 
forward. We worked diligently to make the best of a very 
unusual situation, as did you. I am pleased to share that the 
majority of you felt that the amount of work provided for 
students remained  at the ‘just right’ level with a 75% positive 
response rate which parallels the results from our internal 
survey completed after 2 weeks of remote learning. 
Communication was a strength with positive response rates 
for clear communication (83%), understanding what is 
expected of your child (92%), being able to contact the 
teacher if needed (92%) and importantly 90% felt that the 
delivery since the beginning of the term had been improved. 
We had an overall satisfaction rate of 88%. 

Student Semester 1 reports 

As advised via Compass back on the 19th of May student 
report expectations for Semester 1 have been adjusted by the 

Department of Education in recognition of the transition to 
remote and flexible learning during Term 2.  

While our school continued to deliver its teaching and learning 
program and monitor the achievement and progress of each 
student, there were some unprecedented changes to our 
usual program. We know it is vital to involve parents/carers in 
children's learning and reports are a part of this process. 

We will provide a written report for the parent/carer of each 
student next Wednesday 24th June via Compass .  

Student reports for Semester 1 2020 will include: 

 a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 
taught 

 comments regarding student learning achievement, 
based on the Victorian Curriculum F-10 for the subject 
areas taught 

 a comment on how the student has adjusted to the 
remote and flexible learning environment. 

We will not be including teacher judgements on a  five-point 
scale (A, B, C, D, E) due to the unprecedented changes to our 
program due to COVID-19. We will report on progress in this 
way at the end of the year. 



If you have queries regarding your child’s report, parents/
carers will have the opportunity to book in a video conference 
(Zoom) call with their child's classroom teacher in Week 2 of 
Term 3. Information regarding how to book will be made 
available as the reports are released onto Compass. 

Black Lives Matter 

In line with our School Code of Conduct and Equal Opportunity 
policies I would like to affirm Hughesdale Primary’s 
commitment to promoting the cultural safety, participation, 
inclusion and empowerment of First Nations children and 
children with culturally and/or linguistically diverse 
backgrounds. We are committed to a diverse workforce and 
recognise the value of this diversity in our community. 

 

 

Teacher Professional Learning 

Earlier this week Ashley Carey, Rebecca Kharsas, Megan 
Lillingston and myself were fortunate to engage in an 
afternoon webinar with Associate Professor Misty Adoniou 
from the University of Canberra. The topic was Text 
Complexity and Discipline Content Knowledge- Teaching Both 
and Getting the Balance Right. We were able to examine ways 
in which reading and writing become more complex as 
students move from primary into secondary. We learnt 
common literacy strategies, such as teaching students ‘up’ into 
that complexity, to support their transition to secondary 
school. This knowledge will enhance our ability to work with 
our teaching teams to develop our students as powerful 
communicators.  

Kind regards 
Amanda Seach 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

AMANDA BREEDEN-WALTON 
Wellbeing and Daily Organisation 

Foundation to Year 3 Cultural 
Studies 

I would like to thank our families for 
sharing information with their children 
about the country or countries their 
family come from discussing where 
everyone was born and also the 
countries of origin  they identify with. 
This coupled with discussions about 
cultural practices and the values held 
by your culture has enabled rich 
discussions in our language classes. 
Our discussions have not been limited 
to the Foundation to level 3 area of 
the school with many teachers making 
cultural inclusion sessions a focus 
encouraging students to explore their 
own and others cultural practices and 
cultural diversity. 

Together we are learning more about, 
valuing and appreciating different 
cultural contributions to Australian 
Society.  

Online Safety 

Over the past few weeks, I have been 
speaking to students about their use 
of technology in their leisure time and 
many have told me about their use of 
TikTock. This lead me to do some 
research about this app and here is 
what I found on the eSmart schools 
website: 

You might remember an old app called 
‘Musically’, well TikTok is its rebrand. 
The app allows users to create and 
share music videos. 

Some of the problems associated with 
Musical.ly have been solved, you can 

 



delete TikTok accounts and making them 
private is much easier. 

However, there are still many things for 
parents to watch out for and be 
concerned about... 

Firstly, new accounts are public by 
default. 

This means that until you change the 
privacy settings other users can see your 
videos, message you directly and even 
use your location information. 

This is easily fixed, but needs to be done 
so that you can control the amount of 
information you are sharing and with 
whom. 

Whilst the age limit is 13+ a separate 
section has been set up for younger 
users which allows them access to ‘clean’ 
version and more age appropriate 
videos. 

Another benefit is that they can’t 
comment or post their own videos. 
Unfortunately bypassing these features 
is only a falsified birthdate away. 

In closing, TikTok can be a lot of fun, but 
if you allow your child to use it, it will 
require active supervision on your part 
to ensure that it is a positive experience 
and does not expose your child to 
unwanted attention from people they 
don’t know in the real world. 

How can you make your child’s TikTok 
account private? 

To make your child’s TikTok account 
private: 

 1.    Go to your profile page and select 
the three-dot icon in the top-right 
corner 

2.    Select Privacy and Safety 

3.   There, toggle the switch for "Private 
Account." 

4.   You can also select who can send you 
comments and direct messages, and 
who can do a duet with you. Using the 
"Friends" setting or turning those 
features off completely limits contact 
with strangers. 

It is important that families can talk 
about family rules for privacy and social 
networks. Talk about when it's OK to 
share information and what kind of 
information should be kept private. 
What are your rules around your kid 
using Tik Tok and other apps?  Can your 
kid share videos publicly or only with 
friends? 

Online Safety Guide  

This week an Australian Edition of the 
Global online safety advice for parents 
and carers resource came to my 
attention.  In reading this publication, I 
found it refers quite a bit to a family 
technology agreement which Lisa has 
mentioned and promoted in previous 
newsletters. Also detailed in this 
document are some of the parent 
controls which you can use on different 
platforms. Families may find this 
information helpful when navigating the 
continual changing landscape of our 
online lives. I have attached a link to this 

guide below. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/
default/files/2020-04/aus-global-parent-
online-safety-advice_1.pdf 

Casual Relief Teachers 

When we have staff absent for 
Professional Learning, planning or even 
illness, we are lucky enough to have 
access to various excellent teaching 
agencies who provide us with 
experienced Casual Relief Teachers. 

Teachers who come to us are all trained 
in Mandatory Reporting, Anaphylaxis, 
Covid - 19 Risk identification and all have 
a code of conduct and professional 
standards to adhere to.  When working 
at Hughesdale Primary School, Casual 
Relief Teachers are given an 
induction  and provided with appropriate 
school documentation in order for them 
to provide a safe and consistent learning 
environment for our students. These 
teachers also provide feedback to our 
class teachers who they are replacing. 
Student get to know regular Casual 
Replacement Teachers and these 
teachers get to know us as part of their 
extended network.  Should you have any 
questions or concerns in regard to Casual 
Relief Teachers, please feel free to 
contact us. 

Stay well everyone,  
Amanda Breeden-Walton 

amanda.breeden-
walton@education.vic.gov.au 

Welcome back to all the HPS families.   

HPS is lucky to have a dedicated P&F committee and an amazing 
HPS community that generously supports P&F in a myriad of ways, 
including but not limited to volunteering, donations (Easter eggs 
and gifts), creative ideas, financial support, sponsorship and most 
importantly, attending and supporting our events.  Prior to COVID-
19, P&F hosted events that either had a fundraising focus 
(Bunnings BBQ, Easter Raffle) or a community focus (Movie Night, 
Tea and Tears).  Some events encompass both of these ideals 
(Carnival, Trivia Night).  

P&F has been able to meet with Amanda Breeden-Walton and 
Lisa Gough to discuss how HPS may safely host events for the 
remainder of the year.  For the remainder of 2020, P&F is moving 
from a fundraising focus and is planning for a cost neutral 
position.  The focus for each event will be ‘bringing the HPS 
community together’. 

Any changes or further information on any of these events will be 
communicated in the newsletter. 

I hope this provides an update for our HPS community.  We thank 
you for your ongoing support . 

Many thanks. 

Kirsten Williams & Kylie Boyle (2020 P&F coordinators)  

 Parents + Friends News REMAINING EVENTS 

The school disco has been cancelled for 2020.  This event has 
been a favourite for the kids.  However, in our new normal of 
social distancing, it would not be possible to safely host this 
event. 

The Bunnings BBQ is unlikely to take place this year.  As many 
will have noticed or had the kids point out, Bunnings BBQ’s have 
yet to resume. 

Fathers Day (4 September).  The Fathers Day Sports and Fun 
(BBQ) will not take place in its traditional format.  However, P&F 
is planning to provide gifts online.  We are also aware that mums 
missed their Mothers’ Day Stall presents and are looking at ways 
to combine both events into a Parents’ Appreciation Day.  
Further details will be communicated as they are worked 
through. 

Trivia Night (24 October).  This event will go ahead.  We are 
planning to move this event online.  Further details will be 
provided.  Whilst it may be possible to run this event in October 
with restrictions easing by then, Trivia Night requires a large 
amount of forward planning and donations from businesses.  For 
these reasons, we have begun planning for an online event. 

Community Night (8 December).  This event will take place.  It 
is likely that there will be changes but at this stage, it is too early 
to predict what the December landscape will look like.  

https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-04/aus-global-parent-online-safety-advice_1.pdf
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https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-04/aus-global-parent-online-safety-advice_1.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-04/aus-global-parent-online-safety-advice_1.pdf


Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

3A 
Christina  
Berte  

Respect  
Personal Best 

 Christina has shown dedication to giving her best during 
remote learning.  

 She consistently waited her turn to speak during Zoom 
meetings. 

3B Chrstina Papadopoulos 
Respect,  
Personal Best 
Resilience  

 For communicating respectfully with her peers, having 
confidence in sharing her ideas and persevering to 
complete tasks. 

3C Shayaan Sheikh 
Personal Best 
Resilience 

 For completing LOTS of school work with your parents 
during home learning in Term 2 and for always having a 
BIG smile on your face during Zoom sessions. 

4A Laksshan Janakiram 
Personal Best 
Resilience 

 For always participating in Zoom meetings and asking 
questions on Google Classroom when you were unsure. 

 For independently completing learning tasks and striving 
to achieve your personal best.  

4B Cassie Yeo 
Teamwork 
Personal Best 
Respect 

 For helping your classmates by answering questions your 
classmates posted on Google Classroom 

 For listening attentively and asking questions during our 
Zoom meetings 

4C Sarah O’Neill 
Teamwork 
Respect 
Personal Best 

 For always participating in Zoom meetings, and being a 
kind, caring and helpful member of 4C. 

4D Harley Lancaster 
Respect 
Resilience 

 For his consistent participation in Zoom meetings and 
contributions to the discussions.  

 Giving his peers the opportunity to ask questions before 
himself and helping them out when possible. 

5A Justin Sui 
Personal Best 
Resilience  

 For striving to achieve his best during home learning by 
consistently seeking and acting on feedback.  

 Persisting through the challenges of home learning. 

5B Jaimee Decent Personal Best 
 Jaimee presented some outstanding understandings 

whilst working from home during our Fractions unit.  

5C Palak Patel 
Teamwork 
Personal Best 

 For showing her personal best, teamwork and resilience. 
 She is always positive, tries her hardest and puts her 

friends first. 

5D Jett  Maye- Powell 
Personal Best 
Resilience 

 For embracing learning from home and always arriving at 
Zooms with a smile.  

 Respectfully responding to his peers on Google Classroom 
and asking questions when necessary. 

6A Frank Carr Personal Best 
 For showing great independence during home learning, 

completing all work and being punctual and engaged 
during every Zoom. 

6B Christina Voudouris Personal Best 
 Amazing effort with our debating learning task. Your 

arguments were well researched and very convincing. 

Week 9 – Senior Hughesdale Hero 



Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

6C Vihaan Trivedi Personal Best 

 For demonstrating his personal best during our remote 
learning, particularly in his debate.  

 For regularly contributing to class conversations and 
volunteering to read out the class novel. 

6D Maria Sofos 
Personal Best 
Resilience 

 Working independently throughout remote learning. 
Maria asked clarifying questions through emails and 
sought assistance when required. 

Week 9 – Senior Hughesdale Hero cont: 

Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

3A Aaron Cheng  
Personal Best  
Teamwork  

 For being an enthusiastic helper in the classroom 
 For displaying a positive attitude towards his learning. 

3B Taylor Wilson 
Respect 
Personal Best 
Resilience 

 For having confidence in sharing his ideas, putting in his 
personal best effort to complete tasks, persevering to 
complete set tasks and communicating with his friends in 
a respectful way. 

3C Henry Coburn 
Respect 
Personal Best 
Resilience 

 For working extremely hard during home-learning in 
Term 2, always being well-mannered and polite to 
everyone and for bouncing back quickly after challenges. 

4A Mia Chronopoulos 
Resilience 
Respect 

 For persevering and asking for help when faced with a 
challenging task.  

 For being a kind and caring member of 4A.  

4B Raph Gnatyshin 
Personal Best 
Respect 
Resilience 

 For thinking more independently during class time 
 For remembering to pause and take some deep breaths 

to help you slow down and focus 
 For always using your manners in class 

4C Andrew Georgakopoulos Personal Best 
 For persevering with challenging tasks during home-

learning, seamlessly transitioning back to school and 
adapting to a new normal. 

4D Charlie Lumb Resilience 

 For taking on challenges you faced during remote 
learning 

 For demonstrating great independence when working 
and seeking help when you needed it 

5A Maksim Gigovic 
Teamwork 
Personal Best 

 For ensuring all classmates are involved in group learning 
activities and striving to complete his numeracy work to a 
high standard. 

5B Mia Oppenheim Personal Best 
 For the depth of thinking that she demonstrates 

consistently when responding to learning stimuli. 
 Outstanding ethic Mia. 

5C Sophia Samargis 
Respect 
Resilience 
Personal Best 

 For always giving your personal best and making a great 
start back to face to face learning, as well as consistently 
being a good friend and helping other others. 

Week 10 – Senior Hughesdale Hero 



Class Name of Student For Showing (Values) Reasons 

5D Pranit Praveen 
Personal Best 
Resilience 

 Being a kind and caring friend and showing resilience 
when he got eliminated in 2 square. 

6A Crystal Omar 
Personal Best 
Resilience 

 Seamlessly transitioning back to onsite learning with a 
positive and happy attitude. 

6B Benji Muyemba 
Personal Best 
Teamwork 

 Working hard to write his picture story book that 
explains COVID19 in age-appropriate language. 

6C Amelia Zerveas 
Respect 
Personal Best 

 For treating her teachers and peers with kindness and 
respect, and always offering to help others.  

 For continually doing her personal best when working in 
class, especially during remote learning! 

6D Perry Churchill-King 
Personal Best 
Teamwork 

 Perry has settled back into the classroom routine and 
showed his personal best by contributing to all class 
discussions 

 Perry has shown his teamwork when working with a 
partner or a small group for collaborative tasks. 

Week 10 – Senior Hughesdale Hero cont: 

From the First Aid Room 

Hughesdale Primary School has put in place many new guidelines to manage 
this phase of COVID-19.  We ask you to adhere to these guidelines as we 
continue onsite learning. 

In line with the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, we request that if 
your child is suffering from any of the following symptoms PLEASE keep them 
at home, do not send them to school. 

 Fever and or Temperature 

 Chills or Sweats 

 Cough 

 Sore throat 

 Body aches and pains 

 Shortness of Breath 

 Vomiting 

 Loss of sense of smell/taste 

If your child requires Panadol (or similar pain relief) before school please keep them at home, do not send them to 
school. 

Please ensure your phone and contact details are current so that if your child is unwell during the day we can 
contact you to collect them. If you are unable to collect your child please arrange for a family member or friend to 
collect them. 

As we have many members in our Hughesdale Primary School community including, staff, students and parents our 
aim is to keep everyone safe and healthy. Influenza, viruses and many other illnesses can be spread rapidly through 
our community so let’s work together to stay safe. 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me via email on Helen.Kraloglou@education.vic.gov.au  

Helen Kraloglou 
First Aid Officer 

mailto:Helen.Kraloglou@education.vic.gov.au

