
 

 

Amid much excitement, our 
gorgeous Year 6 cohort received 
their Rugby Tops this week. Always 
a favourite day, this year was no 
exception and they were very 
happy to pose for a photo, 
celebrating the first of many 
significant moments that will be 
experienced this year. 

Meanwhile, our Year 5 students embarked on the first camp for the year, 
heading to Beechworth where we have worked to create close ties between 
the outdoor education program and the Year 5 Humanities Curriculum. A full 
team of educators was able to accompany them and I know they had as 
much of a good time as the students. 

Every Child, Every Chance, Every Day 
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Past Hughesdale Happenings can be 
found on COMPASS in Community under 
School Documentation 

HOW TO CONTACT THE SCHOOL 
SCHOOL 9570 4808   OSHC  0423 940 728 
www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au    
email: hughesdale.ps@ edumail.vic.gov.au  

Term 1 

Monday 24th 
February 

 L3-6 House Swimming Carnival 
 AGM School Council 6.30pm 

Thursday 27th & 
Friday 28th 
February 

 L4 Hands on Science Incursion 

Friday 28th 
February  Senior Assembly  

Tuesday 3rd 
March  District Swimming 

Thursday 5th 
March  School Photo Day 

Friday 6th 
March  Whole School Assembly 

Monday 9th 
March  Labour Day Holiday 

Wednesday 
11th March  Division Swimming 

Thursday 12th 
March  Open Morning  

Monday 16th 
March  House Athletics Carnival 

Friday 20th 
March  Senior Assembly 

Thursday 26th 
March  Region Swimming 

Friday 27th 
March 

 End of Term 
School finishes at 2.30pm 

http://www.hughesdaleps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:hughesdale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


School Council News 

I am pleased to announce the School Council membership for 
2020.  

I can advise our community that insufficient nominations were 
received to fill all vacancies. If becoming a member of School 
Council may interest you, please feel free to complete a 
nomination form (available at the office) by Wednesday 26th 
February at 4:00pm. 

AGM 

As listed on the published school calendar, we will commence 
our School Council meetings this Monday evening at 6:30pm 
in the Tanner Building. We will be kicking off with a brief AGM 
and election of office bearers. All members of the community 
are welcome to attend. 

Coronavirus update 

I would like to thank our community for their support as we 
responded to the outbreak of the Coronavirus. Drawing upon 
very clear advice from the Department of Health and Human 
Services, as well as the Department of Education and Training 
(DET), we were able to rapidly respond to their guidelines. I 
sincerely thank the families in our community who were 
affected by the 14 day exclusion period, for your unwavering 
consideration of the Hughesdale community. You were missed 
by us all, and we warmly welcome you back to school.  

There is still an element of fear in the wider community, and I 
am saddened by the media reports of fear and bias that 
affects our Chinese Australians. We are carefully monitoring 
student behaviours that mimic these responses, and remain 
committed to our school’s values at all times. 

I continue to micro-monitor health alerts and advice, and feel 
reassured by the rapid communication demonstrated by the 
DET when management guidelines change at any time. 

The current guidelines remain as follows; 

School attendance 

The recommendation is that parents/guardians/carers of 
students should ensure that any student returning from 

mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) 
who was in mainland China on or after Saturday 1 February 
2020 is isolated at home and should not attend school until 14 
days after they were last in mainland China. 

This recommendation does not apply retrospectively. It 
applies only to students who were in mainland China on or 
after 1 February 2020. 

The existing advice remains that parents/guardians/carers of 
students should ensure that any student is isolated at home 
and should not attend school for 14 days: 

 following exposure to any confirmed novel 
coronavirus case; or 

 after leaving Hubei Province. 

This same advice applies to any impacted staff. 

The Commonwealth has also advised that: “additional border 
measures will be implemented to deny entry to Australia to 
people who have left or transited through mainland China 
from 1 February 2020, with the exception of Australian 
citizens, permanent residents and their immediate family and 
air crews who have been using appropriate personal 
protective equipment”. 

Guiding Statements 

Do you know Hughesdale Primary School’s Vision? What about 
our Mission or Philosophy? These guiding statements have 
taken two years to develop, with the input of many educators, 
adults and students. They are designed to partner our values 
(and their definitions) to clearly articulate what we believe 
about Education.  

Mission Statement 

 

 

Vision Statement 

Member Membership 
Type 

Thank you to; 

Tania Patterson Parent Litia (Y7) & Zadie (5D)  

Kirsten Williams  Parent Zavier (2D)  

Cheryl Laing Parent Angus (Y7), Bridgette 
(2C) 

Tim Pratt Parent Samuel (1C) & Addison 
(FA) 

Rebecca Bamert Parent Violet (2D) 

Lisa Gough DET   

Amanda Seach DET   

Mandy Schmidt DET   

Elisha Park DET   

Mission 

Hughesdale Primary School works collaboratively 

to empower critical, reflective learners. We foster 

respectful relationships that we underpin with our 

school’s values and personalised goals. With high 

expectations, we involve students, staff and the 

community in a positive and curious pursuit of 

educational excellence. 

Vision 

Our students should feel empowered as 

inquisitive, lifelong learners. They will confidently 

seek to contribute to our evolving global 

community with integrity, sensitivity and joy. 



Philosophy 

These statements can be found in each classroom, and form a 
basis for classroom agreements or guidelines to be 
collaboratively built with the students. 

Riding Bikes 

We are again noticing some unsafe behaviours along Austin 
Street, particularly before school as our community delivers 
our learners, ready to commence their day at school. Could I 
please ask that if your child rides to school that they follow a 
couple of safety guidelines; 

1. Please can they walk their bike along the footpath in 
Austin Street. The road is extremely dangerous to ride on 
both before and after school, and the footpath full of 
pedestrians that are managing young children. Riding on 
the footpath at this time is not appropriate and very 
unsafe. 

2. Bikes and scooters should not be ridden in the school 
grounds, and must be stored in the bike shed during the 
day (not in the area just outside the bike shed). 

Chatting to your cyclist about these two points is most 
appreciated. It increases safety for our community, and is 
much less intimidating than having a teacher approach them 
with the same requests. 

Hair Tied Back 

Further to a reminder in our last Newsletter, all hair longer 
than shoulder length should be tied back while your child is at 
school. I have commenced reminding students of this and will 
carry some hair ties from next week to support student 
compliance. Thank you for supporting the school rules in this 
area, limiting issues with Head Lice and ensuring hair is not 
obstructing your child’s face during learning time. 

 

Annual privacy reminder  

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and 
parent personal information for standard school functions or 
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection 
statement, found on our website.  

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy 
Policy – information for parents. This information also 
available in nine community languages. 

Car Safety 

Thank you for feedback received following the article on travel 
safety in the last newsletter. A common cause of confusion 
seems to be the best timing for moving children to the front 
seat. With the additional protection offered by sitting in the 
back seat, it is recommended children sit in the back seat until 
they are older than 12 years of age - this would encompass 
most of the children enrolled at our school. 

One of our parents provided the following details and links for 
your further information; 

Children (should be) staying in booster seats until they are 
145cm tall, and (then) sitting in the back seat until they are 
older than 12 years.  Many children who are involved in car 
accidents end up with spinal and abdominal injuries because 
the seat belts in the front seat are too big for them.  

Alfred Health: Be car seat safe; https://
www.alfredhealth.org.au/news/be-car-seat-safe/?
fbclid=IwAR0fh2IMsj0NGqmH6JxSa_6Dlev1C4ogZfI8J4hMSboa
Lh1xEN_3lx02VqA  

Moving into the front seat; 

https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/
Safety_Child_car_seats/ 

Learning Shared With Me 

 Leia, Ruby, Kingston, and Billie from 6C shared their 
innovative thinking behind raising the awareness of 
consumers, of the recent devastation caused by bushfires in 
Victoria and New South Wales. 

 Billy from 1A demonstrated resilience when playing outside 
and he independently solved problems with the use of his 
ball. 

 

Warmest Regards, 
Lisa Gough 

gough.lisa.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Launch of Alice Springs (Mparntwe) Education 
Declaration 

In December 2019, a historic gathering of education leaders 
from across the nation established Australia's educational 
goals and actions for the next decade. 

The Alice Springs (Mparntwe - pronounced as 'M-ban-tua') 
Education Declaration was developed following consultation 
with young people, educators, education and training 
providers, parents, business and industry from all around 
Australia. 

The inaugural Education Declaration was made in 1989, and 
ensures all Australian Education Ministers commit to national 
education goals. It is refreshed around every ten years. 

Key changes in the Mparntwe Declaration include: 

 broadening the scope of the Declaration to include 
lifelong learning 

 recognising student diversity and stronger partnerships 
with parents, carers, families and communities 

 including greater focus on student voice and agency, and 
student wellbeing 

 Assistant Principal’s Report 

1. We are a community of lifelong learners. 

2. Students are at the centre of all that we do. 

3. Research, data and agreed whole of school 

pedagogy underpins teaching and learning at 

our school. 

Philosophy 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://8780ef60-ff97-4240-b20a-ff0a4bc1e17e.filesusr.com/ugd/9820c4_1638f78c7c5a46cd8ee56d9b3fab7caa.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.alfredhealth.org.au/news/be-car-seat-safe/?fbclid=IwAR0fh2IMsj0NGqmH6JxSa_6Dlev1C4ogZfI8J4hMSboaLh1xEN_3lx02VqA
https://www.alfredhealth.org.au/news/be-car-seat-safe/?fbclid=IwAR0fh2IMsj0NGqmH6JxSa_6Dlev1C4ogZfI8J4hMSboaLh1xEN_3lx02VqA
https://www.alfredhealth.org.au/news/be-car-seat-safe/?fbclid=IwAR0fh2IMsj0NGqmH6JxSa_6Dlev1C4ogZfI8J4hMSboaLh1xEN_3lx02VqA
https://www.alfredhealth.org.au/news/be-car-seat-safe/?fbclid=IwAR0fh2IMsj0NGqmH6JxSa_6Dlev1C4ogZfI8J4hMSboaLh1xEN_3lx02VqA


 enhancing recognition of the status of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander young people 

 emphasising the importance of early learning, transitions 
and diverse pathways 

The two goals of education for young Australians are – 

Goal 1: The Australian education system promotes excellence 
and equity 

Goal 2: All young Australians become confident and creative 
individuals, successful lifelong learners, and active and 
informed members of the community 

The teachers at Hughesdale spent some time considering the 
two goals and we each identified two words that resonated 
strongly. The result was the following wordle. [A ‘wordle’ is an 
online word cloud generator that gives greater prominence to 
words that appear more frequently in the source text].  

Teacher Professional Learning 

Structured Word Inquiry - The Joy of Understanding Spelling 

On a Saturday in February a group of dedicated educators 
from Hughesdale Primary spent their Saturday at a Pete 
Bowers workshop.  Pete Bowers (PhD) is the founder of the 
WordWorks Literacy Center in Ontario, Canada. In his career, 
he’s worked as an elementary classroom teacher, researcher, 
writer, and worldwide presenter. He’s a sought-after speaker 
in North America, Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia. Lisa 
Gough, Megan Lillingston, Elisha Park, Danielle Peters, Mandy 
Schmidt and myself learnt about applying the principles of 
inquiry to the study of English spelling as a means to enrich 
vocabulary, reading and spelling. We gained a deeper 
understanding of English orthography (the conventions of 
written language) and delved into analysing words based on 
their meaning, structure, relatives and pronunciation. This 
learning builds on the whole school approach to the teaching 
of spelling undertaken over the past 12 months at Hughesdale 
Primary.  

High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS) 

The HITS are 10 instructional practices that reliably increase 
student learning wherever they are applied. They emerge 
from the findings of tens of thousands of studies of what has 
worked in classrooms across Australia and the world. 

International experts such as John Hattie and Robert Marzano 
have synthesised these studies and ranked hundreds of 
teaching strategies by the contribution they make to student 
learning. Last week teachers participated in a professional 
learning session where they worked in teams to develop 
charts to display our understanding of the following teaching 
strategies 

 Setting Goals 

 Collaborative Learning 

 Questioning 

 Feedback and 

 Metacognitive strategies 

Teams then presented their learning, teaching others about 
the high impact teaching strategy they investigated- what it is, 
why we use it, how to use it and when it is best used. We will 

continue to refine our understanding and use 
of these strategies throughout the year.  

Induction sessions 

When new staff join the team, whether as a 
graduate teacher, experienced from other 
schools, or fulfilling new responsibilities within 
the school the support they receive as they 
begin their new roles is critical. Hughesdale 
Primary has processes and structures in place 
to induct staff so that they can confidently 
undertake their duties. So far information and 
training sessions have been run focusing on 
planning incursion, excursions and camps as 
well as the Gradual Release of Responsibility 
and its importance in the classroom. Topics 
planned for the rest of term one include the 
use of the Compass student management 
system with a focus on individual education 
plans, our school values and approach to social 
and emotional learning and the Workshop 

Model as an optimal lesson structure.  

Congratulations to Alana Porter - past Hughesdale Primary 
Student 

Alana made her debut in the AFLW for the Collingwood 
Magpies. I have included a wonderful article written by Ben 
Collins from AFL Media for you to enjoy. 

Kind regards, 
Amanda Seach 

 

AFLW: Porter's mighty rise 
By Ben Collins (AFL Media) published 14/02/2020 on collingwoodfc.com.au 

It's a wonder Alana Porter has maintained her focus given her head 
has been spinning for the past six months. 

The promising Collingwood 
small defender made her 
AFLW debut just two days 
after her 19th birthday and 
received glowing reviews 
for her performance in the 
Magpies' historic win over 
West Coast in their season 
opener at Victoria Park. 



Dear All,  

Welcome back to the new school year and a special welcome 
to all of the new families at Hughesdale Primary School!    

Parents 
and 
Friends 
hosted 
our first 
event for 
the year 
on 30th 
January – 
Tea and Tears 
for the 
Foundation 
parents.  It 
was great to 
see so many 
people attend 
and have the 
opportunity to meet one another.  A special thank you to 
Megan Rive for coordinating the event; Camp Australia for 
sponsoring the event and providing the catering; and Cindy 
and Fiona for helping with the event.     

A SPECIAL INVITATION FOR YOU!  

We are currently a team of 2 running P&F this year; however, 
we would love to have another 2 team members on 
board.  The majority of activities for 2020 already have event 
coordinators in place so joining the team will mainly involve 
supporting our wonderful event coordinators and learning the 
ropes of P&F.  If you think you are interested in being one of 
the Parents & Friends Coordinators in 2020, please contact us 
at: hps_pf@yahoo.com.au  We look forward to hearing from 
you!  

We are excited to share our 2020 event calendar with you 
all.  If you would like to find out more about our events, come 

along to the first meeting on Friday 28th February at 9am in 
the staffroom.    

Movie Night is coming soon!  

Our first whole school event for the year is 
Movie Night on Friday 13 March, a wonderful 

way for the entire school community to come 
together under the stars! Get your beanbags and picnics 
ready!!!  P&F will need volunteers to assist with gate sales, 
food and beverage sales & glo stick sales.  Further information 
will be communicated shortly.  

Will YOU win the Easter Raffle?  

Raffle tickets have now been sent home for our 2020 Easter 
Raffle. If you’re new to HPS, this is one of the most eagerly 
anticipated dates on the school calendar! There are two things 
to do…  

1. Send a donation in with your child - a basket, chocolate 
eggs, bunnies or novelty items – to place in the P&F basket 
in your classroom. There’s also a prize for the class that 
donates the most goods.  

2. Return your ticket stubs and money by Tuesday 24 March. 
The more tickets you buy, the more chances to win!   

If you need more tickets, they are available at the office.  

All money raised will go towards funding new 
toilets and carpeting in the main building.  

Easter Raffle Wrapping 

We need you!!!  Do you have an hour to spare? 

Our Wrapping Day for the Easter egg hampers is Tuesday 17th 
March. 

We will advise the time and place via Compass closer to the 
day. 

Kirsten Williams & Kylie Boyle  
2020 P&F Coordinating Team  

Contact:  hps_pf@yahoo.com.au  

2020 EVENT CALENDAR   

Term 1   
Friday 13th March Movie Night 

Friday 27th March Easter Raffle 

Term 2   

April, date TBA Walkathon 

Thursday 7th May Mothers’ Day Stall 

Date TBA Grandparents Day 

Term 3   

Friday, 24th July School Disco 

Friday 4th September Fathers’ Day Fun and Games 
BBQ 

Date TBA Bunnings BBQ 

Term 4   

Friday 24th October Trivia Night 

Thursday 10th December Community Night 

 Parents + Friends News 

mailto:hps_pf@yahoo.com.au
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Every Friday at 3.45pm 
in the Gym  

Chess Club 
Wednesday  
After School 

Electronics 
Club 
Thursday 
Lunchtime 

Extra-Curricular Activities at Hughesdale 



Coatesville Playgroups 
When-Wednesdays 9.30 am to 11.30 am 

& Thursdays 9.30 am to 11.30 am. 

Activities include-painting, craft, 

puzzles, train table, books to loan, 

outdoor playground, sandpit and ride-on 

toys. 

Venue- Coatesville Uniting Church Hall 

Cnr Mackie & North Rd, Bentleigh East 

For more details call- Ruth 91336706 

Email- coatesvilleplaygroup@gmail.com       

mailto:coatesvilleplaygroup@gmail.com




Get your new Entertainment Membership today to support  

Hughesdale Primary School and receive these early bird bonus offers. 

Up to 4 months EXTRA MEMBERSHIP + SPEND & SAVE + $20 BONUS WISH 
eGift Card when you purchase our NEW Multi City or Multi Plus Membership. 

Hurry offers end 29th February! 

Entertainment Memberships can start anytime and are packed with 
thousands of substantial savings on dining, travel and fun family activities. The 

digital membership is easy to download to start using instantly. New offers 
are added weekly for ongoing value all year round.  

https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/1850w66

